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Introduction

Search for the Super Kiddo
How many Super Kiddo images can you find hidden in the book ?

Children have a right to actively participate in decisions, processes, programmes and policies that affects their lives. Being able to 
participate further helps children to also realise other rights such as access to health care. This participation of children depends 
on the state and all organisations working with children and families to protect, respect and promote the rights of all children. 
This obligation is also stated in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (United Nations, 1990) and the African 
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (African Union, 1999). Locally the rights are reflected in the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa (RSA, 1996) and the Children’s Act 38 of 2005.

To enable participation, it is important to ensure that participation is meaningful, ethical and safe and therefore in the BEST 
INTEREST OF THE CHILD . The voices of children is needed in different spaces, including home/family, school, health setting, 
justice system, child protection, community/local government and national government, policy making/reporting.   To enhance this 
the National Department of Social Development and Save the Children South Africa developed the National Child Protection 
Framework (NCPF). To ensure that the NCPF is not only aimed at adults this child-friendly version was developed. 

The format of this child-friendly version is an activity book, a new innovative approach to actively engage children in learning. This 
format will enable children from as young as 3 years old to youth of 18 years old to better understand participation. This document 
can also be used by educators or facilitators of child participation information sessions. Some activities (games and case studies) 
are aimed at groups of children and allows for discussion of topics between children. 

How was this book developed?

This child-friendly version of the National Child Participation Framework was developed using a participatory process. Child 
consultants assisted with the development of the content, visual elements, editing and testing. 
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Child Participation is globally recognised
  by the United Nations Conversion on 
  the Rights of a Child (UNCRC), in our
  continent by the African Charter on

  the Rights and Welfare of the
  Child (ACRWC); as well as locally

  through various South African
  legislation such as the Constitution

and Children’s Act .
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Facts, Myths and Risks Participate by drawing and colouring in yourself
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Risk -  DangerFact - True Myth - Wrong
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How can children Participate

TRANSPARENT AND INFORMATIVE: Clear information with nothing hidden

VOLUNTARY: Not being forced to take part

RESPECTFUL: Respect both ways

RELEVANT: Children have views and voices

FACILITATED IN CHILD-FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENTS AND WORKING METHODS: Language
should be be easy to understand
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INCLUSIVE: Children should not be left out

SUPPORTED BY TRAINING: Adults need training, children can be trainers

SAFE AND SENSITIVE TO RISK: Safety of children

ACCOUNTABLE: Everyone take responsibility for their actions



  Family  and Household

  School 

  Justice 
  
  
  Health
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Step 1: Go to page 28 and cut out the Quacky along the dotted line

Step 2: Lay the square wrong side up and fold each corner into the middle

Step 3: Turn it around, and fold each corner into the middle

Step 4: Fold in half, and then fold it in half again

Step 5: Unfold and slide your thumbs and fingers under each square and pinch

Where do children participate
The following are spaces where children can and should participate

in decisions on aspects that involves their lives

Quacky

How to Play

Family and Household

School

Justice

Health

Child Protection

Community and Local Government

Policies National GovernmentPolicies National Government

Where do children participate

  Child Protection

  Community and Local Government

  Policies National Government

The following are spaces where children can and should participate in decisions on 
aspects that involves their lives.
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Opportunity arise
to raise your concerns

Please throw again

parenting programmes
 are available in various
 organization across the

country

children are turned
  away at the clinics

  for requesting
contraceptives

Slide down to 55

South Africa’s
  first child

  participation framework
  ,developed

Climp up to 87

Child care
unavailable, slide

down to 65 Instructions

The End

undocumented
children

access full services 
  including education 

and healthcare
Jump up to 22

Child and youth care
facilities are

available, jump to 35

children have
  no voice in 

families, schools
and legislation 
Slide down to 9

No decision should be
 taken about the

 children without the
children

Children
recognised

  as human rights 
defenders

Climb up to 50

National plan of
action for children

  is developed 
  ,with children

  Climb up to 62

children should be
 defended including
 children who are
differently abled

RCL create a new child
  informed schools 
  ,code of conducts

climb up to 37

parents are unable
  to engage with
  children-tension
  ,in the houses
slide down to 38

children parliament
is being supported 
by all government 

departments   
Climb up to 67

Start
here
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 information, this should
  be in a
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manner

the teacher threw
  a broom at you 

for not speaking aloud
  Go back to 81

a deaf child in
the community is

being sexually abused 
  by the step dad 

  and no one report
to the police

         

corporal punishment is
  banned in SA. Hitting a

 child is violation of
children’s rights
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Glossary and Explanations
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Cut Quacky out on the perforated

  line. For instructions turn to

  page 9
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Cut outs for page 6



Tokens for Snakes and Ladders

game on page 18 and 19. Cut

them out. One per player
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Foldable dice for Snakes and

Ladders game on page 18 and 19





Crossword Answers
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